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Gift of God
It’s your birthday, it’s your birthday, so have a happy day

You’re getting older, you’re getting older, you’re older every day

Jesus loves you, Jesus loves you, so that is why I say

Have a happy birthday and God bless you

This song is sung every Wednesday at chapel to each student and staff 
member who celebrated their birthday that week. They are invited up the 
front to be sung to and to receive a card. It’s a really special time for the 
kids! 

I first heard this song over 30 years ago when many of my friends 
attended St Paul. (I was so jealous of them and really wanted to move 
schools!) This song has stuck in my mind all these years and it was one of 
the first songs I learned that taught me that Jesus loves me.

I absolutely love birthdays. I love giving and receiving presents and 
celebrating but it does cause me to reflect on the best gift of all—God’s 
indescribable gift of life.  

Romans 6:23 says “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus.” I can’t earn a gift, it’s given to me. I am so thankful that 
God has offered this gift to all who receive it and this gift never perishes. 
What sure hope! This indeed is a reason to celebrate! 

Submitted by Tamra Purton

Upcoming Events
WEEK 3
THURS 8 AUG
• School Tour 9:30am
• Last day for Scholastic Book orders
FRI 9 AUG
• Assembly - 2 Arnold
SAT 10 AUG
• Wine & Cheese Night 7pm
WEEK 4
MON 12 AUG
• Reception Excursion
TUES 13 AUG
• Sports Team Photos
WED 14 AUG
• School Worship 9am
FRI 16 AUG
• Connected Schools Worship (Yr 4-6)
SUN 18 AUG
• Celebration Sunday

WEEK 5
WED 21 AUG
• School Worship 9am
THURS 22 AUG
• Wakakirri
FRI 23 AUG
• Assembly - Rec Sheedy

WEEK 6 - BOOK WEEK
TUES 27 AUG
• Father’s Day Stall
WED 28 AUG
• School Worship 9am
THURS 29 AUG
• Meet the Author Morning
FRI 30 AUG
• Book Week Dress Up Parade



 INSPIRE photos featured this week:

• Elective Afternoon

From the Deputy Principal
AI IN EDUCATION
Last week, I read with trepidation an article on the use 
of AI (artificial intelligence) in some Chinese schools. 
The thirst for scientific data in education around 
the world is threatening to remove the most human 
aspects of school. All of this flies in the face of research 
about the future of work and wellbeing.

“There are no whiteboards, projectors, or other 
equipment—just one table per room, meant for six to 
eight people. The vehicle of instruction is the laptop. 
Students and teachers alike stare intently at screens. In 
one room, two students wear headsets, engrossed in 
an English tutoring session. In another, three students, 
including Zhou, take three separate math classes. 
They work out practice problems on pieces of paper 
before submitting their answers online. In each room, 
a teacher monitors the students through a real-time 
dashboard.” Sounds engaging.

In Singapore though, a country that regularly ranks 
top of the education data ladder, the shift is going in 
the opposite direction. Singapore has for a long time 
advocated exam preparation and extended study hours 
which in turn created a competitive culture around 
schools and education. Singapore has recognised that 
human based skills and dispositions such as critical 
thinking, creativity, and emotional intelligence are more 
important now than ever. 

The obvious question is, ‘who is right?’ For parents, 
the answer should be, whichever feels right. There 
will always be schools that reflect each of these 
approaches. But remember, your child is a living 
organism, not a science project that is built one piece at 
a time. 

‘If you are a gardener…you don’t sit there and stick the 
petals on and put the leaves on and paint it. You don’t 
do that. The flower grows itself. Your job if you are any 
good at it, is to provide the optimum conditions for it to 
do that, to allow it to grow itself.’ Sir Ken Robinson

CARPARK AND DRIVEWAY IN THE AFTERNOON
Thank you for your support of the new system in the 
afternoon. This has made a big difference to the flow of 
traffic and congestion is regularly abated by 3.25pm. A 
couple of reminders to assist with this. 

•   Please meet your child before they enter the 
carpark. This ensures their safety as cars move onto 
the driveway. 

•   If the driveway is roped off, please enter the carpark. 
We will endeavour to have the driveway available from 
3.10pm each day. 

•   Please ensure all cars are off the court before sports 
training commences.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
WELCOME
Welcome to Angus Hedley-Jones and his family to the 
St Paul community. Angus has joined Year 4 in Miss 
Mueller’s class. Please pray for this new family as they 
settle into our school.

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/614057/china-squirrel-has-started-a-grand-experiment-in-ai-education-it-could-reshape-how-the/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/10/singapore-has-abolished-school-exam-rankings-here-s-why/


WINE AND CHEESE NIGHT
Saturday 10 August. It’s not too late to purchase 
your ticket! If you aren’t able to make it, how about 
purchasing a lucky square? These will be in the office 
and for sale in the corridor outside of the canteen 
throughout the week! If you would like to help out for 
this event please email Carly Bergen cbergen@stpaulba.
sa.edu.au Look forward to seeing you there!

SPORTS PHOTOS
All students will need to wear sports uniform, 
regardless of whether or not they play a team sport 
next Tuesday 13 August (Week 4) to allow for Sports 
teams and SAPSASA photos to be taken. 

CONNECTED SCHOOLS WORSHIP
Next Friday 16 August, Year 4, 5 and 6 students and 
teachers will join with their peers from Good Shepherd 
Lutheran School and Golden Grove Lutheran Primary 
School to attend a combined worship service at 
Endeavour College along with their Year 8 and 9 
students. Year 4 students have the opportunity to 
participate in some workshops at Endeavour College 
following a shared morning tea. In addition, we invite 
all parents, caregivers and family members from 
the St Paul community to join us in this worship and 
community-building opportunity. Morning tea will be 
served following the service, held in the Endeavour 
Centre, Endeavour College, 85 Mawson Lakes Blvd, 
Mawson Lakes at 10:00am on Friday 16 August. For 
more information about Connected Schools, please visit 
www.connectedschools.com.au 

FATHER’S DAY STALL

Father’s Day is just around the corner. St Paul will be 
having a Father’s Day stall on the morning of Tuesday 
27 August coordinated by a lovely team of volunteers. 
Gifts range from $2.00-$7.00. All gifts will be in a gift 
bag or wrapped. Students can purchase up to 3 gifts 
and a card. If you are available to help out, please email 
Carly cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

SAVE THE DATE(S)
Picnic in the Park- Sunday 3 November (Family event) 
On the park.  

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 
The closing date for Issue 5 Scholastic Book Club order 
is Thursday 8 August. Orders can be placed online by 
going to www.scholastic.com.au 

RECYCLING NEWS
A big congratulations to the students and staff of St 
Paul Lutheran School.

This year, the school has consistently, every fortnight, 
recycled 5-6 yellow lid kerbside recycle bins.

Previous to 2019, only 1-2 bins went out for recycling. 
More recycling means less landfill! Hooray “it’s the cycle 
of life”  from the lion king.

Ian Voigt|Maintenance

EARN N LEARN

WOW!!! We collected a massive 22,000 stickers this 
year, 6,000 more than last year. Well done to all families 
who collected and made this possible.

We have earnt ourselves new netball, basketball and 
soccer equipment which will be used for after school 
sports training.

Jess Lampshire|PE 

mailto:cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
mailto:cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
http://www.connectedschools.com.au 
mailto:cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
http://www.scholastic.com.au


LIBRARY NEWS - BOOK WEEK 2019

DRESS UP DAY
To coincide with Book Week, we will be holding a dress 
up day based on book characters on Friday 30th of 
August (Week 6). This is a much anticipated event at 
St Paul and it is always great to see the vast array of 
costumes on the day. Students will get an opportunity 
to parade their costumes during assembly. For students 
who would like to dress up and participate in the day, 
they will need to make sure that they have the book 
with them on which their dress up is based. Students 
can also come dressed in the Book Week theme 
“Reading is my Secret Power”. 

Please note: This is not a casual day, if students do not 
wish to dress up they will need to wear normal school 
uniform.

Wendy McLeod |Library Resource Manager

HAVE YOU GOT THE APP?
The St Paul App allows you to access your account 
information, update your contact details, inform the 
school of your childs absence and much more. The 
school will be utilising the app to send important 
reminders home very soon, so please contact the office 
to get you started. 



St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
CELEBRATION WORSHIP AND EXPERIENCE EVENT – FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT!
Our St Paul Celebration Worship is on Sunday 18 August at 10am with an 
Experience the Fruits of the Spirit Event afterwards in the Hall from 11am.  
We look forward to this time of sharing and fellowship between our school 
and church communities.  There will be students from St Paul involved in the 
service time.
At this very special Service, we will be gifting our Reception Students with their 
very own Storybook Bible, which will be kindly provided by members of our 
St Paul Congregation.  This is an event we look forward to each year, and we 
hope to see many school families come along to share in our Sunday Worship.  
Just a reminder for our reception families to reply using the Reply Slip with 
their invitation by Friday 9 August. 
We ask that everyone who joins us, please bring a piece of fruit to share. After 
the Experience Event, any leftover fruit will be happily received at the Para 
Hills West Primary School Breakfast Club program. For further information, 
please contact Louise Venning email lvenning@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

SPY – ST PAUL YOUTH 
Our next SPY is Friday 16 August.  Time 7:00pm-9:00pm.  Cost is $2.00. Girls 
please bring supper to share. Any inquiries please contact Nicole Hall on 0412 
686 342.

PASTY BAKE – THURSDAY 8 AUGUST
Our next St Paul Lutheran pasty bake for Term 3 is on tomorrow Thursday 
8 August.  Six scrumptious pasties on a tray for only $14.00  Please contact 
Renate Burls with orders on 0405433030 no later than today,  7 August.  
Pasties can be collected from the hall kitchen on the Thursday afternoon 
before school pick up.  

SHOEBOX DONATIONS FOR OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
St Paul is starting to collect shoe boxes as we approach Operation Christmas 
Child season again. These need to be no larger than A4 size, and can be given 
to our front office who will ensure they get passed on.  Thank you for your 
support.

SAVE YOUR BREAD TAGS!
We need your bread bag tags! In conjunction with 107.9 Life, we (school and 
church) are collecting bread bag tags. These are sold to a South Australian 
company in Robe called Transmutation.  The company recycles the tags into 
bowls, door knobs and floor tiles. The money from the sale of bread bag tags 
to this company is used to buy wheelchairs for the disabled in South Africa.  
Instead of throwing them away, we can recycle them and we can all do our bit 
for the environment, reduce landfill and help others.  Please place your tags in 
the jar at the Front Office. Thanks for your help.

mailto:lvenning@stpaulba.sa.edu.au  

